
In this community,  
we take care of each other  

      The revenue 

generated during 

this time of year  

is 40% of Interfaith 

Outreach’s total 

operating budget.

Plan your sleep out (or in) 
before Dec. 31.

Dear friends,

This is my first official Sleep Out 
and I could not be more excited.

And, there is so much to pause and 
consider.

The rising costs of single-family homes  
and apartments are destabilizing 
families and impacting every other 
part of family, school and community  
life. The jobs that pay living wages 
often require training and education 
that is out of reach. The ability to go 
back to work in any industry is directly  
impacted by the lack of availability
and affordability of child care.

The Sleep Out is remarkable.  
I am in awe of the impact this effort  

Kevin Ward, Interfaith 
Outreach Executive Director, 
started on Dec. 7, 2020.

FALL 2021

creates each year. For eight weeks, 
we come together to raise awareness 
and funds in order to prevent  
homelessness and create  
opportunities for everyone to thrive. 
The revenue generated during this 
time of year is 40% of Interfaith  
Outreach’s total operating budget.

This is important.

People in our community, in
communities all over the country, are 
struggling. And, for the last 26 years, 
Sleep Out supporters have stepped up  
to demonstrate that in this community  
we take care of each other. Our entire 
Interfaith family – including our highly 
engaged clients, donors, volunteers 
and staff – are all working side by side 
to make life better for all.

The Sleep Out is the ultimate example
of collective compassion in action,
creating awareness about the needs
families and kids face while engaging
in solutions. It’s how we continue to
help each other through times of
crisis and find hope for the future.

Thank you for participating and
proving that we can and must take
action together.

With gratitude,

Kevin Ward, Executive Director

The Sleep Out goal: $3 million to support local families. Double your 
dollars up to $200,000 when you donate between now and Nov. 18. 

Learn more at iocp.org/thesleepout.
Nov. 18 $200,000

$3 million

iocp.org/thesleepout



really can't afford [to live] where we're 
at. I’ve paid the rent here for many 
years, and now I can't. I feel like I 
don’t belong. Knowing I’ll have to  
go find a new home that I can 
afford...I am fighting as much as  
I can to not let the waterworks come 
out. It’s difficult, but Interfaith has 
been a humongous blessing.” 

Together we can work to make sure 
families like Narciso and Diana know 
they DO belong here. We can build  
a community where all can thrive.

Narciso and his wife moved to 
Plymouth during a time when work 
was steady and times were good.  
He had a well-paying job and 
they lived in an apartment they 
could afford. They experienced the 
abundance this great Twin Cities 
community had to offer and were 
able to live near his employer. “Many 
people told me living in this area 
would be too expensive. But  
I thought, I want to live here. I'm  
a truck driver. I make good money,” 
he told us. Then COVID-19 hit. Like so 
many others living with high medical 
risk, Narciso had to leave his job. 

When Narciso and Diana needed 
support to make ends meet, 
Interfaith’s dedicated case 
managers, housing team, food 
shelf and employment services 
staff were ready to help. Thanks 
to Sleep Out donors, they did not 
get evicted in their time of need. 

Interfaith provided rent assistance 
while Narciso worked hard to learn 
additional job skills. He dreams 
of a day when he can open his 
own businesses, including candy 
making and Spanish interpreting. 
His housing case manager, Ruth 
Olthoff, also continues to assist in 
his search for affordable housing. 
As the eviction moratorium lifts and 
unemployment benefits end, many 
neighbors like Narciso and Diana  
are struggling to get financially 
caught up. 

The question is…where can they go? 
Their rent costs $1,400 per month 
and their current household income 
is about $1,500. The math just does 
not work. 

“I'll be the first to admit we are 
living beyond our means right now 
because I'm disabled. My wife has 
taken a part-time job, but we still 

“Interfaith has been a humongous blessing”

Narciso and his wife, Diana, are 
one of the 2,000 families Interfaith 
worked with last year.

Mural created by friends of Interfaith Outreach 
in partnership with Shane Anderson Art.

Our dream together is a simple dream. It is that Interfaith  
Outreach would be a sustainable, powerful resource for our 
community for 40 more years. That’s the journey we are on.

And while we work hard to make Interfaith sustainable, we have 
the same goal and process for the families and individuals we 
serve. We want individuals and families to be sustainable – earning  
a living wage, with access to affordable housing and health care,  
able to afford quality early child care, reliable transportation  
and a community where they belong and are counted.  

So many life-altering major events happened in 2020, bringing 
with it 20/20 vision for all of us to see! In 2021 and beyond, see a 
more hopeful future with us. Dream with us. Walk alongside us. 
We are all on this human journey together. 

Together we dream

Donate at iocp.org/sleepout. Double your dollars up to 
$200,000 when you make a gift between now and Nov. 18.  $200,000

iocp.org/sleepout
Nov. 18



Make your gift today at iocp.org/sleepout  

The impact of COVID-19 will be felt for years 
The global pandemic has left our 
entire community wondering what  
is next. We know financial recovery 
will take years for the people  
Interfaith works with. The individuals  
and families we work with, our 
neighbors, were struggling to  
make ends meet even before the 
pandemic.  

As we begin our 2021 Sleep Out, we 
see rising homelessness and housing 
instability on the horizon. The Sleep 
Out’s goals of preventing homeless-
ness and helping ensure everyone in 
our community thrives have never 
been more critical.

COVID-19 continues to amplify the 
instability so many of our neighbors 
are experiencing: 

• Individuals want and need living 
wage jobs, but many lack the 
training and skills to fill open  
positions – our Employment  
Services team has stepped in.

• We are in a housing crisis: rents 
are high, vacancies are low,  
families are struggling to make 
their budgets work – our Case 
Management team has realigned 
to respond to those needs.

• Healthy foods are critical for 
wellness but expensive for families 
– we transformed our food shelf 
this summer to better meet needs 
and stretch thin budgets.

Twenty-six years of Sleep Outs have 
shown there is awesome power in 
collective compassion, and that we 
have the heart and resources  
in our community to help each  
other thrive. Today's challenges will 
be felt for years to come. If the  
pandemic has reinforced anything,  
it is this: we are on this human 
journey together.

Help raise $3 million and prevent homelessness
Your Sleep Out donation provides 
family support, food, housing,  
education, employment and  
transportation services that help 
2,000 families each year stabilize, 
strengthen and thrive. Your gift gives 
families and kids new reasons to feel 
hopeful.

Here are a few ways your gift can 
help: 

 $3,000 is what it costs to provide 
services to stabilize and strengthen 
a family for a year

 $1,200 is what it costs to provide 
rent assistance that keeps a family 
of four in their housing for a month

 $400 is what it costs to provide  
utility payment assistance that 
keeps the lights on

 $250 is what it costs to provide  
a laptop for an adult to access  
education/training or work remotely

 $100 is what it costs to provide 
one food shelf visit for a family  
of two

A contribution to the Sleep Out  
in any amount helps to prevent 
homelessness and ignites a  
powerful message of belonging  
with members of our community 
who are experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness. 

Keeping families and individuals anchored in a caring  
community is what matters most. Since the Sleep Out began,  
this community has prevented homelessness             times. 34,912

iocp.org/sleepout



MEMORIALS  June - August 2021

William Ackerman / William "Bill" Baxter / Drew Bennett / Dennis Berry / Doug Bethune / Merv Bjerke 
Audrey Burglund / Michele Clark / Shirley Clark / Joseph DiGiovanna / David Dovenberg / Richard “Dick” Falor 

Charles Flaa / Joan Floren / Winifred Garvie / Dot Gay / Helen Gronberg / Evan Peter Gustavson 
William "Bill" Halvorson / Richard Hanley / Leland Hermanson / Gerald "Jerry" Johnson / Rebecca "Becky" Johnson 

Hal Juster / Sharon Kaster / Lois Ann King / Larry Koenck / Kathleen Konkol / Genevieve Lane / Carol Lillehaugen 
Richard "Dick" Lindig / Ted Martin / Mary McLoone / Julie Neddermeyer / Bill Nelson / Carl Nelson / Ian O'Malley 

June Patrin / John Pierson / Gwen Ruchti / Dr. Paul Satterlund / Michael Stanga / Arthur Thole / Mary Ulm 
Verlyn Vermeer / Paul Webster III / Tanya Williams / David Woldt / Jean Wrobel / Dennis Zylla

Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners  
1605 County Road 101 N, Plymouth, MN 55447   763-489-7500   iocp.org

Sign up for emails at iocp.org/connect

MISSION – To engage the heart and will of the community to respond 
to emergency needs and create opportunities for all to thrive. 

VISION – To build a vibrant community where everyone counts 
and all sectors and systems work together for the good of all.

SERVING THE CITIES OF HAMEL, LONG LAKE, MEDICINE LAKE, MEDINA, MINNETONKA BEACH, ORONO, PLYMOUTH & WAYZATA

Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners and the Interfaith 
Outreach Endowment Fund, which solely benefits Interfaith 
Outreach, are registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations. Gifts to 
either organization are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

GRANTS  June - August 2021 

ECMC Foundation 
Education & Youth

Frey Foundation 
General Operating

General Mills Foundation 
General Operating

Hennepin County Housing, 
Community Works & Transit 
General Operating  
Housing & Neighborhoods

Otto Bremer Trust 
General Operating

City of Plymouth HRA 
Housing & Neighborhoods

RBC Foundation 
Education & Youth

Rotary Club of Plymouth 
Foundation 
Education & Youth

Target 
General Operating  
Housing & Neighborhoods

Wayzata Community Church 
Housing & Neighborhoods

Wayzata Public Schools -  
Partners for Healthy Kids 
Education & Youth  
Housing & Neighborhoods

We are celebrating Resale Select's 10th 
anniversary this year! Shop in person or online. 
Learn more at iocp.org/resale.

Our newly remodeled SuperShelf opened in September 
2021. Read the full story at iocp.org/supershelf.
Interfaith is now a certified SuperShelf! Learn more  
at iocp.org/supershelf.



The Sleep Out
Nov. 1 - Dec. 31, 2021

HOMELESSNESS
&

MENTAL HEALTH

Kickoff and Community Sleep Out (or in)  
Saturday, Nov. 13
Join us in our parking lot for kickoff festivities while safely connecting with neighbors.  
We encourage anyone planning a sleep out (or in) to hold it this night in your backyard, car or  
location of choice. Learn more about this event and how to sleep out (or in) at iocp.org/thesleepout.

Give to the Max Day  
Thursday, Nov. 18
Help the Sleep Out reach the $1 million mark by Give to the Max Day! Here are two easy ways to help:  
1) Make a donation by Nov. 18 and double your dollars! A generous donor will match gifts up to 
$200,000.  2) Create a #GTMD21 fundraiser! Log onto givemn.org (or create an account), search for  
Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners, click the "Fundraise" button and create your Sleep 
Out fundraiser from our template. Then invite friends to give! givemn.org/organization/iocp

Community Conversation: Housing, Homelessness & Mental Health 
Wednesday, Dec. 15, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Poverty, affordable housing and mental illness are often interconnected. Attend a free Zoom  
conversation to explore the impact of housing instability and homelessness on mental health. 
Hear from an expert guest presenter and Interfaith staff, and learn how you can be part of the 
solution as our community is poised to take action. Learn more and RSVP at iocp.org/conversation.
 

Shop with a Purpose  
Thursday, Dec. 16 - Friday, Dec. 17 
Support local businesses and help prevent homelessness during this unique Sleep Out event.  
Shop and dine with generous partners who donate a portion of their sales to Interfaith. Help reach  
the $3 million Sleep Out goal while running regular holiday errands. Check back for a complete  
list of participating businesses at iocp.org/SWAP.

The Sleep Out is our community’s annual eight-week series of events and experiences to raise 
awareness and $3 million to prevent homelessness and create opportunities for everyone in our 
community to thrive. Over the years, the community has helped prevent homelessness 34,912 
times through rent assists. Learn more about the 2021 Sleep Out at iocp.org/thesleepout.

Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners   1605 County Road 101 N, Plymouth, MN 55447   763-489-7500   iocp.org

MAKE A GIFT FUNDRAISE SPREAD AWARENESS

$

FUNDRAISE

YOU BELONG

IOCP.ORG


